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Year 7 Laptop Program

Intro Lesson 1: Passwords, Initial Start-up and log-in

On their very first start up, students will not be able to log-in straight away...there will be a time lag while the laptop and the wireless network “talk” to each other and establish a working relationship. This may take 2 - 5 minutes to achieve. Thereafter, this should not be a problem.

1. Ask students to start laptops. Then get them to turn the laptop around so that you can see the screens. (This will stop them playing with their keyboards instead of listening to you)
2. While laptops are starting up, spend some time doing the following (remember that you want to use up about 5 minutes!)
a. make sure that each boy is aware of his student ID
b. explain that their student ID is used as their login name for everything at school
c. explain the significance of their password 
i. will be used the entire time they are at SBC
ii. protects their laptop from unauthorised access
iii. used for access to internet, student resources and emails
iv. allows participation in surveys that are conducted from time to time
v. needed for the subject selection process from Year 8 onwards
vi. vital that they do not share!
vii. Might be worth comment on the social nicety of looking away when someone is typing in their password in front of them
If they feel that their password has been compromised, they should speak to Mr Reedy to arrange for it to be changed. 

3. Distribute passwords (to the correct students). Please take the time before hand to cut these into individual sections...don’t just pass the sheet around and invite them to copy down their password as this undermines point 2c!
4. Allow students to turn their laptops around and login. (initial log in may take up to 30 seconds). If the log in screen shakes and goes blank, then the log in has failed (see below)
5. Check that Airport signal is working well   
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6. Close laptops and go on with your normal lesson

Possible (not probable) problems

1. Battery is flat - solution: allow student to move near to a power point to plug in
2. Log-in may fail (I have tried to arrange for one of the IT staff to be in the room for this intro lesson) In extreme cases, the laptop may need to be re-imaged. Solution: IT staff take laptop away...student looks on with another student to follow the process.
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